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Dear Chamber Members,
My tenure as President of the Chamber has now hit 
the halfway point in the Chamber Calendar year that 
commenced July 1, 2020. I must say it has been a 
challenging experience as we grapple with the on-going 
COVID-19 pandemic and the harsh realities that many 
in our membership are facing. I can report to you that 
the Chamber Board and staff are working diligently to 
offer member benefits, services and advocacy on your 
behalf in these challenging times.
On behalf of the membership, we are currently working 
on federal and provincial policy resolutions to submit 
to the Alberta Chambers of Commerce and Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce for debate at both Annual 
General Meetings in 2021. Currently, we continue 

to support an important Albertan economic opportunity in lithium mining at the 
federal level, and we are working on new policy in areas such as, corporate taxation, 
circular economy for plastics, hydrogen energy, court funding gaps as well as a 
policy on abandoned gas wells. We are very pleased to report that municipally we 
participated in the County’s red tape reduction strategy and the budget process.
We as a board have also investigated the possibility of hosting events and networking 
opportunities going forward. We recognize the importance of these member 
opportunities for you but with COVID-19 continuing to evolve, the provincial 
government and AHS restrictions to safe-guard Albertans makes in person meetings 

impossible at this time. We continue to monitor the situation and will resume these 
types of meetings when it is safe to do so. 
The 2020 Chamber Connection publication is now completed and will be mailed out 
to all our members by mid-January and distributed to residents within Strathcona 
County. This publication is an excellent asset to our community, and we encourage 
everyone to take advantage of the member businesses for their goods and services 
they provide. As promised, we have continued the “Shop Local, Shop Sherwood Park” 
program and have had a great response from the public. This awareness campaign 
encourages residents to shop locally, allowing you to grow your business, which in 
turn allows you the opportunity to give back to the community. 
As members of the Chamber of Commerce, I would like to invite each of you 
to contact us to let us know how you are doing.  Your Chamber membership is 
important to us and we would like to connect by phone, email or by social media to 
understand your challenges as well as communicate the benefits we offer to help your 
business to succeed. If you visit our website at www.sherwoodparkchamber.com, 
you will see all the opportunities we have to provide you. Please feel free to contact 
our Chamber Executive Director, Todd Banks, at 780-416-3056 for any questions or 
suggestions you may have. 
As the holiday season closes, I would like to wish you, our membership, all the best in 
your personal and business endeavours for 2021.

Sincerely,
Wade Cummings

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Wade Cummings
2020-21 Chamber President

FdjÕ
@SHPKChamber

Chamber Connection 2021

Thank you to all of our advertisers 
in the 2021 Chamber Connection!

Our 2021 Chamber Connection 
Directory is now printed. The 
residential directory will be 
delivered to residents in Strathcona 
County. Chamber Members will also 
be receiving their member directory 
over the next few weeks.

International Women’s Day 2021

International Women’s Day (March 8) is a global day 
celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political 

achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action 
for accelerating gender parity.

The Sherwood Park & District Chamber of Commerce 
Board is working on a virtual International Women’s Day 

Event. 
Stay tuned to our website & social media for more 

information 
An equal world is an enabled world.
#IWD2021 # #ChooseToChallenge
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Christmas Cash 2020 Winner Janelle Simpson, of 
Sherwood Park

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES

Twenty Nine businesses participated in the Chamber of Commerce Christmas Cash 
2020 promotion! 

This annual promotion takes place 4 weeks prior to Christmas, allowing customers of 
participating businesses to fill out entries for a chance to win a grand prize of $3288 in 

local businesses giftcards!!

This year entries were submitted on line this year and the winner was selected through 
a random draw. The draw was made on December 18, 2020 and announced by Mayor 

Rod Frank over Zoom. You can watch the annoucement by heading to our website 
sherwoodparkchamber.com

Congratulations Janelle Simpson! 
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A Circular Economy from Plastics

Plastics provide value through the use of thou-
sands of products that add comfort, conve-
nience and safety to our everyday lives. Howev-
er, because we use plastic in a linear way, nearly 
80% of all post-consumer plastics in Canada 
end up in our landfills. Not only is this an en-
vironmental issue, but it is also a lost economic 
opportunity.

We believe our linear behaviour should be 
replaced with a more sustainable “circular econ-
omy” where plastics are recovered and re-pur-
posed to the value-add potential for innovative 
products derived from a plastics “commodity”.

Read more at: https://sherwoodparkcham-
ber.com/albertas-circular-economy-anoth-
er-piece-to-diversifying-our-economy/

Can Alberta Become a Player in the 
New “Hydrogen Economy”?

Hydrogen development has become a 
worldwide trend as governments seek to 
diversify energy sources, and Alberta is 
no exception. The Alberta Government 
is working to become a major “blue” 
hydrogen supplier, tapping into Alberta’s 
massive natural gas reserves to produce 
this clean-burning fuel.

Our chamber is developing a provincial 
policy this year to promote the continued 
development of the hydrogen economy.

Read more at: https://sherwoodpark-
chamber.com/can-alberta-become-a-play-
er-in-the-hydrogen-economy/

Diversifying Alberta’s Economy with Lithium

Did you know that an Alberta company has the potential to open a new 
industry of lithium mining and development right here in Alberta? E3 
Metals is developing a method that directly extracts lithium from the brine 
of previously used oil wells and is both quicker than traditional processes 
and can utilize Alberta’s oil and gas workers.

We have been engaged at the federal level promoting Lithium production 
here in Alberta and we are excited for its bright future in the province.

Read more at: https://sherwoodparkchamber.com/diversifying-alber-
tas-economy-an-e3-metals-update/

A History of the Founding of Alberta's Industrial Heartland - 
COMING SOON

In the spring of 1993, Strathcona County, Fort Saskatchewan, Lamont County, 
and Sturgeon County came together with a shared vision to rezone land for easier 
municipal, provincial, and federal development approvals. The vision that was 
conceived then has become an economic cornerstone for the Edmonton Metro 
Region, Alberta, and Canada; now known as “Alberta’s Industrial Heartland”. 

Stay tuned for a brand-new article on the Chamber's web-
site that will tell the history of the Heartland, the story of those 
that contributed to its formation, and the vision for the future.

Do you have policy questions or idea’s? We would love to hear them. We 
will speak in a positive, but yet forthright manner on business issues for 
positive, incremental change at the local, regional, provincial & federal 
levels. A key opportunity to build on and enhance the Sherwood Park 
Chamber’s sphere of influence, profile and voice is to actively work in 
conjunction with the Alberta & Canadian Chambers of Commerce. 

Please contact Executive Director Todd Banks to schedule an appoint-
ment via email at tbanks@sherwoodparkchamber.ca or head to our 
website for more information! 

Photo Credits: Alberta's Industrial Heartland
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