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Is Your Organization Prepared To:

1

Evacuate everyone at your facility 
during an emergency?

Withstand a lengthy power outage?

Communicate promptly and effectively 
during and following an emergency?



Growing Impact 
of Disasters

• Weather-related disasters are 
becoming more severe and 
frequent 

• 2022 & 2023: Damage from 
severe weather = $3.1 billion

• Flooding causes $1.5 billion in 
damage annually to property in 
Canada
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Majority of Organizations Are Not 
Prepared

3

68%

of small businesses 
lack a disaster 
recovery plan

49%

of small businesses 
would take 3+ 

months to recover

25%

of small businesses 
never reopen

after a disaster

U.S. Statistics 



Why Prepare?
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• Every dollar invested in 
emergency preparedness 
results in up to $15 in savings 
post-disaster. 

• Organizations with a 
preparedness plan:
• Demonstrate commitment to safety
• Enhance productivity
• Minimize losses



Red Cross Ready Rating Program®

www.readyrating.ca
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• Free membership

• Easy, self-paced

• Customized tools



Ready Rating Members Are:
• Non-profits
• Schools – public and 

private
• Places of worship
• Commercial businesses
• Healthcare organizations
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• Financial institutions
• Insurance professionals
• Retailers
• Manufacturers
• Real estate agencies



How Does Ready Rating Work?
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Participation Emergency 
Planning

Facility & 
Equipment

Training & 
Exercises

Extended 
Community

5 themes:

Assessment Next Steps 
Report

EAP 
Template

Resource 
Centre

4 core components:



Ready Rating Assessments

• ReadyGoTM

• 20-question assessment
• Focuses on core 

functions
• 15-30 minutes
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• ReadyAdvanceTM 

• 50-question assessment
• Comprehensive 

approach
• Less than one hour



Next Steps Report
• Completing an assessment 

generates a Next Steps Report

• Each report contains:
Measurement of an organization’s 

level of preparedness

Recommended actions to 
increase preparedness

Recommended tools in the 
Resource Centre9 
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Emergency Action Plan Template
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• EAPGo Template
• Standardized topics
• Meets minimum best 

practice requirement

• EAPAdvance Template
• Additional 70 topics
• Meets minimum best 

practice requirement

Templates can be exported for further customization
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Ready Rating Resource Centre

Contains more than 70 “actionable” resources
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Checklists Sample FormsGuides
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Organization Manager Accounts

View the progress of multiple facilities, locations or operational units
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Organization
(HQ)

Site 1
(Calgary)

Site 2
(Edmonton)

Site 3
(Toronto)

Site 4
(Vancouver)



Member Seal
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Do one assessment per year to 
receive the seal



Why Ready Rating?
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Grounded in 
research

Provides tools 
and resources

Makes 
preparedness 
measurable



Members are 
Engaged

• 75% have updated their plans

• 70% have educated their 
personnel on preparedness

• 42% increase in preparedness

• 93% rate the service as good to 
excellent.

19

Note: U.S. Ready Rating Statistics 



Next Steps

1. Go to ReadyRating.ca to become 
a member

2. Complete an assessment

3. Download an EAP

4. Start implementing the 
recommendations in your Next 
Steps Report

5. Protect your organization, staff, 
clients and community!

20 
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